Truman Breakout Box Activity




Clues

Clue #1 - Use the QR code or website link to take a look at President Trumanis appointment
calendar for October 25, 1945. What time did Truman have a meeting about workplace issues
and unions?

Clue #2 -Why did President Truman feel that the dropping of the atomic bomb was justified?

Clue #3 - Follow the link to listen to a recording of a speech that President Truman gave to the

NAACP on June 29, 1947, related to Civil Rights. In this speech Truman discusses that he has

created a committee of citizens to look into the issues of Civil Rights. How many citizens were
on the committee?

Clue #4 - Political cartoons often show how the public felt about President Trumanis decisions
and actions over time. What direction did the public feel Truman was headed?

Clue #5 -When asked later in his life what decision was the most difficult for him to make as
president, Mr. Truman stated that it was the decision to send troops to Korea in 1950. Look at
the video, map and photograph of Korean refugees. Then, read the letter to President Truman
by William Banning, the father of a soldier lost during the Korean War. On the attached
presidential stationery, write President Trumanis response to Mr. Banning. Bring your letter to
your teacher for a key to your lock.

Final clue - Unscramble the letters in the box to find the name of the new exhibit for the Truman
Presidential Library. Show it to your teacher to receive your reward.

Hint:Return to the archivistis desk to find one more clue to the name.
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Clue 1
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Source Information: Appointment Calendar of President Harry S. Truman, October 25, 1945.
Connelly Files - Daily Presidential Appointments, 1945-1952.



https://www.trumanlibrary.org/calendar/main.php?currYear=1945&currMonth=10&currDay=25
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/calendar/main.php?currYear=1945&currMonth=10&currDay=25

Clue 2
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¥y dear Mr, Cavert: ' . \

I appreciated very much your telegram of i
August ninth, ¥

Nobody 1s more disturbeé over the use of PPa by
Atomie bombs than I am but I was greatly < [/ +!°>
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the Japanese on Pearl Harbor and theirw Lbpt
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¥hen you have to deal with a beast you have
to treat him as a beast, Ithm{r- =
grettable but nevertheless true.

Eincerely yours,
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Source: Correspondence between Harry S. Truman and Samuel Cavert, August 11, 1945. Truman
Library. Truman Papers, Official File. 692-A: Manhattan Project.

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documenti
d=11&pagenumber=1



https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=11&pagenumber=1
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=11&pagenumber=1

THE WHITE HCUSE
Washington, D. C.

IMMEDTATE RELEASE
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Sixteen hours ago an American airplane dropped one bomb
on and destroyed 1ts usefulness to the enemy. That
bomb had more power than 20,000 tons of T.N.T. It had more
then two thousand times the blast power of the British
"Grand Slam" which 1s the largest bomb ever yet used in
the history of warfare.

The Japsnese began the war from the air at Pearl
Harbor. They have been repald many fold. And the end
is not yet. With this bomb we have now added a new and
revolutlonary incresse in destruction to supplement the
groving power of our armed forces. In thelr present form
these bombs are now in production and even more powerful
forms are 1n development.

It 1s an atomic bomb., It is a harnessing of the
basle power of the universe. The force from which the
sun draws 1lts power has been loosed against those who
brought war to the Far East.

Before 1939, it was the accepted belief of scientlsts i
that it was theoretically possible to release atomic
energy. But no cne knew any practical msthod of dolng
it. By 19%2, however, we knew that the Germans were worxing
feverishly to find a way to add atomic energy to the other
engines of war with which they hoped to enalave the world.
But they falled. We may be graseful to Providence that
the QGermans got the V-17s and V-2's late and in limited quanti-
tles and even more grateful that they did not get the atomic
bomb at all,

The battle of the laboratorliess held fateful risks
for us as well as the battles of the air, land and ses,
and we have now won the battle of the laboratories as we
have won the other battles,

Beginning in 1940, before Pearl Harbor, scientific
knowledge useful in war was pooled between the United States
and Great Britaln, and many priceless helps to our victorles



have come from that arrangement. Under that general
policy the research on the atomlc bomb was begun. With
American and British sclentlsts working together we entered
the race of discovery agalnst the Germans.

The United 3tates had available the large number of
sclentists of distinction in the many needed areas of imow-
ledge. It had the tremendcus industrial and filnsnelal
resources necessary for the project and they could be
devoted to 1t without undue impairment of other vital war
work. In the Unlted States the laboratory work and the
production plantz, on which a substantial stert had already
been made, would be ocut of reach of enemy bomblng, while
at that time Britain was exposed to constant alr attack
and was still threatened with the possibllity of invasion.
For these reasons Prime Minlster Churchill and President
Roosevelt agreed that it was wise to carry on the project
here. We now have two great plants and many lesser works
devoted to the production of atomle power. Employment
during peask construction numbered 125,000 and over 65,000
individuals are even now engaged in operating the plants.
Many have worked there for two and a half years. Fev
know what they have besn producing. They see great quantitiles
of materlal golng in and they see nothing coming out of
these plants, for the physical slze of the explosive charge
i3 exceedingly small. We have zpent two billion dollars
on the greatest sclentific gamble in history -- and won.

But the greatest marvel 1s not the slze of the enter-
prise, its secrecy, nor its cost, but the achievement of
sclentific brains in putting together infinitely complex
pleces of knowledge held by many men in different flelds ¥
of' sclence into & workable plan. And hardly less marvellcus
has been the capaclity of industry to design, and of labor
to operate, the machines and methods to do things never
done beflore so that the brain child of meny minds came forth
in physical shape and performed as 1t was supposed to do.
Both sclence and industry worked under the direction of
the United States Army, which achleved & unique success
in managing so diverse a problem in the advancement of
knowledge in an amazingly short time, It is doubtful 1if
such another combination could be got together in the world.
What has been done 1s the greatest achievement of organized
aclence in history. It was done under high pressure and
wlthout faillure.

We are nov prepared to obliterate more rapldly and
completely every productive enterprise the Japanese have
above ground 1n any clty. We shall destroy thelr docks,
thelr factorles, and thelr communicatlions. Let there be
nokgistake; we shall completely destroy Japan's powsr to
make war,

-

Source: Press release by the White House, August 6, 1945.Truman Library. Ayers Papers, Subject File.
Army U. S., Press releases, the atomic bomb and atomic energy. (Page 1,2).
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documenti
d=59&pagenumber=1



https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=59&pagenumber=1
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=59&pagenumber=1

Clue 3

Listen to SR64-54. Washington, DC, Lincoln Memorial - Address before the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (12 min., 37 sec.). Recorded by: Columbia
Broadcasting System.

https://www.trumanlibrary.ora/dbg/docs/civilrights/TrumanCivilRights NAACP.mp3



https://www.trumanlibrary.org/dbq/docs/civilrights/TrumanCivilRights_NAACP.mp3

Description: Daniel Fitzpatrickis cartoon entitled fiAll This and Brickbats, Too?0 shows the
various domestic and foreign policy issues that Truman faced.

Source: SHS St. Louis Post-Dispatch Editorial Cartoon Collection, March 26, 1948
https://shsmo.org/historicmissourians/name/t/trumanh/index.html



https://shsmo.org/historicmissourians/name/t/trumanh/index.html



https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=69931

